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CIA Contends Mao 
Never MadeSwim 


Mao Ttee'tung^MbrKl-puWi- .blood pressure. |that most Chinese nave never 

cized nine-mile swim in the A foreign visitor, who was heard of it. Only the mast. 

Yangtze River Was pure and -foie to get a close-up look at i senior and trusted officials and 

simple a piece /* of • Oriental , he Chinese Red leader i n the j a few hundred carefully 

, rickery- uast four months, described ! screened security personnel 


I have heen severely restricted Another expert speculate J 
jsun e he suffered a second, y ia j the affair was ‘arrangvcL 
| series of strokes in July, 1965. demonstrate that Mao’s 
Serious Ailments health is not a problem and 

Mao’s first stroke occurred; that his leadership is not being 
in 1958. That resulted in his:; affected by the purges sweep- 
going into semi -retirement, : ing the- Communist regime, 
with few public appearances] Other details of Mao’s life 
and little traveling throughout cited in the CIA analysis are: 
Ci.,na. In addition to this: He and a number of Red 
major physical handicap, Mao headers live in a secluded en- 
is portrayed in the CIA study! clave 25 miles northeast of 
'a*, suffering from advancedjPeiping called "New Peiping." 

• Parkinson’s disease and high The community is so secret 
hHtod nressure. that most Chinese have never 


Hickery. past four months, described -screened security personnel 

The fanfared Stunt, was . him as thin, drawn, and lacking know about the place, 
either a complete phony or !n vitality. j ‘‘New Peiping,” also called, 

was made by Map’s, double. In direct contrast Mao ap-jtt 16 ' Forbidden City, ’ covers 
Those are the conclusions of.peared plump and vigorous jij ! about eight square miles and 
the Central Intelligence Agen-.the official swimming photo-iis surrounded by a 60-foot- 
x.y on the basis of a com pre • graphs. j thick belt of trees to screen it 

‘tensive analysis of the physi- The Pretender I from travelers On the nearby 

cal condition of the Chinese The CIA’s belief in the exis- !:Techning highway. The area 


Communist ruler. 


i.ence of a stand-in for MacW 


is heavily guarded with piil- 


Based on information from ; S based largely on information : boxes, anti-aircraft guns, and 
a wide range of souices from his former bodyguard. I missiles arid a 15-foot moat. 
British ahd other foreign diplo- wh0 served i n that role for! Five-Room Residence 
mats, Chinese defectors, recent fivp VMf , 

Afrir-nn vi-itm-c Peinino- __ al y nve years ' : Mao lives and works, when 

African v-oitors in Peiping . Mao’s double, as described | hic , fIn „ tflr „ in „ 

the CIA study stresses the fol- ■ . v lhp riP f P( ,r m . jn „ ti n11 „ K „ nff i hIS doctors permit, m a- spiaw,- 

nnfn+ „. oy the defectoi in a Hong Kong ing . H _ shaped building of red 

lowing points. interview, is a professor atl_ nri 0 -,.„ v hviet five mn-n 

No Western diplomats, news- p pU>ino . Normal TTniv*rsitv Helf 1 8 y b “ k ' 


xvo western aipiomats, news- Peipjng Normal University. He ^ ’ ' rters which oceupv 
men, or any others were per- was lecruited ^ 1965 to make | ° CUipV 


mitted to witness Mao’s extra- 
ordinary swimming feat. 

Few Specifics 


one side of the structure, eon- 


occasional public appearances L ist of a dining roomj lar ,,, ? 
ai er the Communist ruler w a s, reoep t;i on areai study, and two 
bed, idden by stlOkes. y. p rl rn mi a nnp fnr TVToc and 


STAT 

STAT 


Arwnintc and rihntmr y i bedrooms, one f or Mao and the 

Accounts ana photographs The CIA . rep ort quotes that nfbpr rnv biQ w1fp 

as released by the official New de f ec t;ed bodyguard as stating . ‘ 

China News Agency, gave no Mao got the idea of resorting! The Communist ruler s <n- 

indication of the time and a double from the Allies’! f [ ces „ ai ' e 1 . on other slde L°! 

place of Mao’s swim. The sole stratagem of doing that witbJ the bulldm S- They are staffed 

explicit detail was that it was Ge neral Montgomery m World t by four secretaries and include: 

in the Yangtze River. War II. W |a communication center, living 

Definite information i.s To m j S j ead the Germans quarters for Mao’s double, and 

known about Mao’s illnesses about the time and place of a large private offiCe for Mao - 

un the past seveial years to c-Day, a Lieutenant E. Clifton A-l a o fourth wife, Chiang 

support a medical conclusion ,j nios a dead ringer for Mont- Ching", former iilm actress,. 

that he is too ill to swim the gomery, impersonated him in runs the movie section of the 

claimed nine miles, to say public. Shortly before the in- propaganda department. Prc 

nothing about his alleged rec- vasion, the double was sent to sumably she was in charge o f 

ord speed. North Africa with a big send- the film taken of the big swim. 

silting an interview by a from high-ranking officials lMao ’s two daughters, who live 

former member of Mao’s body- ;md „ j ar „ e W e> Icoinei when he an d work elsewhere, are oc-i 

g-uurd who defected earlier this arxivC d. casional visitors at the "For-, 

When the Germans learned bidden City.” 

of Montgomery’s presence in Security measures at Mao's 

North Africa, they hastily headquarters are so stringent' 

moved troops to southern Eur- that high officials are some-: 

ope. times kept waiting days before; 

No Ordinary Swim being admitted. 

The reason Peipmg “staged" Two bodyguards and a phy- . 
the Mao swimming spectacular sician are always at Mao’s side, 
is still as much a mystery as (Distributed 1966 by The 
the circumstances surrounding Hall Syndicate, Inc All Rights 
it. ; Reserved > . 

One authority, who partici- 
pated in preparing the CIA 
: study, suggested in an accom- 
panying memorandum that the 
(stunt was a propaganda build- 
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